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ACT TWO

Scene 6

The FAN-DANGO BALLROOM
Sign: "A SLOW NIGHT"

HELENE and OTHER HOSTESSES are
scattered about the lounge section.
THEY are reading magazines, etc. ALL
bored. Not one customer in the
place.

SPENDER - REPRISE

HELENE

Oh boy! Ya can’t make a dime in this joint.

Psst.

HERMAN
Psst. A live one.

(Suddenly a lone, YOUNG MAN in a
sweater enters. THEY ALL spring
up and start to sing.)

GIRLS & HELENE
(Sing)
DO YOU WANNA HAVE
FUN FUN FUN
HOW’S ABOUT A FEW
LAUGHS LAUGHS

(BOY selects a girl and retires
into booth.)

HELENE

Some business, heh? One fifteen year old dropout!

(NICKIE enters with ROSIE, a new
girl. This is her first night as a
hostess. SHE’s attractive and very
nervous.)

NICKIE

Girls! Girls! Good news. Besides stinkin’ business, we now
have a new, young, good-lookin’ chick which we need like
Idaho needs potatoes.

ROSIE
(Cheerfully to ALL)

Hello. I'm Rosie.



HELENE
Not for long you ain’t.

(OTHERS all "HI.")
ROSIE

(Looks around.)
So this is the ballroom.

NICKIE
The ballroom? That'’s right. This is where you’ll meet
Prince Charming who’11 carry you off on his white horse
to Scarsdale. You should live so long.

ROSTIE
It’s awfully dark in here, isn’t it?

HELENE
That's called 'merchandising.' When the goods are a little
shopworn, don't put 'em in the window.

NICKIE
You got no problems, honey. You're worth six-fifty a half
hour.

ROSIE
Is that what the men pay to dance with us?

HELENE
Uh, huh. Which you split with the owner, a nice kindly
old Argentinian gentleman named Adolph Hitler.

NICKIE
Every penny of which you will earn. You dance a little,
talk a little, roll your eyes a little, swivel your hips
a little ... and like this, you kill a lifetime.

ROSTE
Oh, I only expect to stay a few weeks.

NICKIE
(Sarcastic)
Oh, sure.

ROSIE
My boy friend's in California. When T save up enough
money here, we're gonna get married.

HELENE
You'll make a sweet old couple.

(CHARITY enters, excitedly.)
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